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P R O J E C T  D E S C R I P T I O N  

Coldwater Consulting has been involved in several restoration projects along the 
Rideau River south of Ottawa. These include the Chapman Mills and Baxter Conser-
vation Areas. Work included site assessments, bathymetric data collection, sedimen-
tation and circulation analysis. 

P R O J E C T  A P P R O A C H  

Our approach to stream restoration works combines natural channel design princi-
ples with a detailed understanding of the hydraulics and sedimentation processes 
active at the site. Our goal is to develops features that are in harmony with existing 
topographic controls.  

Conceptual design of a habitat 
pond at the Baxter Conservation 
Area involved site inspections, 
evaluation of flushing and circula-
tion processes and an assessment 
of channel sedimentation rates 
and dredging requirements. Boat 
wakes in the Rideau River were 
found to be a controlling mecha-
nism on sedimentation patterns. 

At Chapman Mills we undertook 
an assessment of sediment trans-
port conditions at the site to aid 
in the design of a new channel 
cut that would improve circula-
tion to a backwater area. 
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